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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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'the  sighificance  of  club  achievemehts . 


ensi 3n 


A  radio  talk  By  Thomas  P.  Cooper,  Director  of  ^xt 
University  of  Kentucky,  Lexington,  Kentucky,  ^ 

Achievement  Day  Radio  Program,  over  a  network  of  48  associa 

tions,  Saturday,  Hovemher  3,  1934. 
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Ti.  'nost  fitting  that  we  should  each  year  take  cognizance  of 

the  acM:v;m:n?sr::dVart?i.ute  to  the 

ments  of  the  yo^mg  men  and  women  who  form  the  memhership  of  4  H  clubs. 


Kentucky  takes  urideful  interest  in  this  annual  observance,  for 

the  idea  of  a^T^  duh  national  achievement  day  was  the  enlargement  of 
the  Idea  f  ^  ^  to  Dr.  Smith  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Bryant, 

L4“ant  D  r  o?or  o  “IgS-ltuLl  iiten.lon,  University  of  Kentucky.  In 
th^  0?  tharye4,  f:ne  first  national  acMovement  day  was  observed. 


Prenuentlv  during  the  past  four  years,  I  have  attended  co^ty 
achievement  day  eiercises.  Each  event  has  been  an  inspiration  and  has 
strengthened  my  belief  that  U-H  clubs  exert  a  tremendous  mnuenoe  in 
our  rural  llfe^and  in  the  problems  which  belong  peculiarly  to  the  farm 
:;d  Sr'  bJ  the  magic  o/education  and  ZL 

often  thought  cotutonplace  work  and  affairs  ol  tne  f 

are  made  so  attractive  to  young  boys  and  girls  as  to  capture  their 
terest  and  challenge  their  best  endeavor. 


Leadershipv  economic  returns,  social  advantages  and  education  are 

the  tangible  and  Intangible  values  of  U-H  clubs.  It  is  “f 
features  of  4-H  clubs  which  have  so  won  tae  approVoal  of  educators, 
of  industry  and  finance,  of  congress  and  State  legislatures. 


Tbe  Colleges  of  Agriculture  and  the  United  States  Department  oi 
Agriculture  have  given  4-H  club  work  a  national  aspect  and  a 

ttealism.  Iheir  festive _ leadership^ has  directed  tne  apolicati  of 


Idealism,  rneii  -  rn-u„„  Viovp  fur- 

science  to  the  varied  activities  of  the  farm  and  home,  i^ey  have  fu 


nisSd'the  vitai  agL'^  ive  force  that  has  lifted  these  activities  from 
wL:4has4opearei  mfnial  to  the  realm  of  artistry. 

impetus,  a  great  group  of  community  leaders,  esUmated  H“iub  ‘ 

thousand,  have  given  freely  of  their  time  and  of  tneir  ‘^^^nity  to  club 
activities.  To  these  farm  men  and  women  a  very  large  measure  of  tn. 
success  of  the  club  movement  is  due. 


To  recalize  the  progress  tho.t  the  young  people  hccve  made  m  the 
first  steps  of  leadership,  one  has  but  to  witness  a  demonstroation  by  a 
well-trained  team,  the  showing  of  a  champion  in  the  ring,  or  to  note  how 
they  conduct  themselves  in  the  severe  test  of  competitive  endeavor. 
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Thus  in  leadership,  there  is  a  twofold  accompli shnent  -  that  of 
training  adults  as  4-H  cluh  community  leaders  and  the  training  for  lead¬ 
ership  which  the  cluh  members  receive.  Leadership  is  a  form  of  education, 
the  results  of  which  become  visible  in  the  progress  of  economic  endeavor, 
social  relations  and  in  citizenship.  The  personal  element  is  that  in¬ 
definable  quality  of  personalitj^-,  confidence  and  the  evidence  of  time  well 
spent  in  the  betterment  of  life. 

The  economic  returns  from  4-H  clubs  are  large.  Last  year,  almost 
a  million  boys  and  girls  participated  in  club  activities.  ■  Their  projects 
covered  every  enterprise  comjnon  to  farm  and  home  life,  such  as  production 
of  crons  and  livestock,  beautification  of  home  grounds,  clothing,  health, 
foods,  and  home  management.  The  monetary  returns,  even  though  us^aally 
sufficient  to  more  than  repay  the  boy  or  girl  for  the  time  expended  in  the 
project  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  oftentimes  momentous  returns  to 
the  community. 

As  the  result  of  4-H  club  demonstrations  tliat  corn  could  be  produced 
successfully  in  a  State  where  the  adults  had  regarded  it  as  unimportant,  I 
have  seen  the  crop  become  one  of  major  importance  and  the  whole  attitude 
of  the  commianity  change.  Feeding  practices  with  cattle,  hogs,  and  dairy 
cattle  in  very  considerable  areas  have  changed  with  the  knowledge  gained 
from  4-K  clubs.  In  the  home,  the  tangible  res'ilts  of  4-H  club  work  are 
evidenced  in  the  improvement  of  furnishings  and  clothing,  the  preparation 
and  preservation  of  foods,  and  in  a  sane  and  sensible  hygiene  of  mind  and 
body. 

Membership  in  4-H  clubs  offers  opportixnity  for  acquaintance  with 
other  boys  and  girls  of  the  community  and  for  the  forming  of  desirable 
friendships.  State  and  national  achievement  enlarges'  this  opportunity 
and  provides  travel,  the  meeting  of  men  and  women  of  State  and  national 
influence,  an  acquaintance  with  boys  and  girls  from  other  counties  and 
other  States,  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  club  members  and  club 
work  outside  one's  local  community,  and  the  advantages  of  the  social  and 
cultural  associations  from  trips  to  the  State  University,  the  State  Fair, 
the  National  4-H  Camp,  and  the  National  4-H  Club  Congress.  The  home  as 
a  social  group  and  all  extra-home  activities  are  emphasized  as  sources 
of  cultural  influence.  There  is  instilled  the  idea  that  art  in  its 
broadest  sense  enters  into  every  phase  of  life,  whether  it  be  the  straight 
furrow  plowed  across  a  brown  field,  or  the  perfect  turning  of  a  hem,; 
whether  it  be  man's  attitude  toward  man  or  a  woman's  greeting  from  her 
doorstep. 

The  whole  idea  of  education  is  embodied  in  the  4-H  club  prognara. 

4-H  clubs  meet  not  only  the  immediate  need  of  applying  information  and 
imagination  to  the  enterprises  of  farm  and  home  to  bring  about  needed 
improvements,  but  point  the  way  to  educational  advantages  within  the 
grasp  of  every  farm  boy  and  girl.  Club  members  are  impressed  with  the 
value  of  education  and  with  the  importance  of  applying  exact  information 
to  everydav  affairs  if  life  is  to  be  successful  and  fully  lived.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  chance  then  that  we  find  increasing' numbers  of  4-H  club 
members  seeking  higher  education,  A  study  made  in  the  North  Central , 

States  for  a  period  of  five  years  shows  that  from  lb  to  28  percent  of 
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the  college  enrollment  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  is  made  up  of 
students  who  were  engaged  in  cluh  work.  Approximately  10  percent  of  the 
students  of  our  own  University  are  former  U-H  cluh  members.  Reports  from 
other  institutions  show  a  similar  proportionate  enrollment  of  U-H  cluh 
members.  In  am  convinced  that  this  aroused  desire  for  education  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  merits  of  the  4-H  clubs. 

These,  in  brief,  are  the  real  and  significant  achievements  of  4-H 
clubs  which  have  all  but  revolutionized  the  attitude  and  practice  in 
community  farm  and  home.  Leadership  is  developed,  ambition  is  fired,  the 
desire  for  education  is  aroused.  A  dignity  is  added  to  the  affairs  of 
rural  life.  Emphasis  is  given  to  the  desirability  of  participation  in 
community  life  and  the  ability  to  work  and  to  cooperate  with  others.  I 
leave  to  yo\ir  imagination  the  inward  satisfaction  of  4-H  club  members 
when  they  look  back  upon  the  past  and  then  turn  to  the  life  ahead  of 
them.  Surely,  much  may  be  expected  from  the  high  hopes  and  steadfast 
purpose  of  our  country  youth.  Only  the  ultimate  in  ideals  and  concepts 
should  be  the  criteria  for  our  4-H  clubs. 
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